LIVING THE ADVENTURE
THE EPISTLE OF FIRST PETER
1 Peter 2:8-10 Volume 14 January 16, 2022,
Our Theme is Chosen Stone and His Chosen People
7b "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the
chief cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock
of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word,
to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10
who once were not a people but are now the people of
God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained
mercy.
We have been speaking about the "Chief Cornerstone" for a
couple of weeks. Before we learn about the living stones, it is
essential to tie things together with what Jesus taught and laid as
a foundation for His apostles.
In Matthew 16:13-20, Jesus had begun to lay out the
foundation of His Messianic kingdom by asking His disciples a
question, "Who do men say that I, the Son of man, am?" They
had several answers. Then Jesus narrowed the question, "Who
do you say that I am?" Simon Peter received the answer by a
revelation from the Father, "You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God." His revelation was not the result of Peter's
investigation. It came as the gracious act of God. God had
hidden these things from the proud Pharisees and Sadducees
and revealed them to "babes," the humble disciples.
Please note that there had been other confessions of faith
before this one. Nathanael had confessed Christ as the Son of
God (John 1:49), and the disciples had declared Him God's Son
after He stilled the storm (Matt 14:33). Peter had given a
confession of faith when the crowds left Jesus after His sermon

on the Bread of Life (John 6:68-69). When Andrew had brought
his brother Simon to Jesus, it was based on this belief (John
1:41).
How, then, did this confession differ from those that
preceded it? To begin with, Jesus explicitly asked for this
confession. It was not an emotional response from people who
had seen a miracle, but the studied and sincere statement of a
man God had taught.
Also, Jesus accepted this confession and built on it to teach
them new truths. It must have rejoiced His heart to hear
Peter's words. The Lord knew that Peter could now be led into
new steps of more profound truth and service. All our Lord's
ministry to His disciples had prepared the way for this
experience. Let's look at these great words and concepts.
Because of Simon Peter's revelation, Jesus spoke directly to
him:
17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are
Peter, and on this rock, I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven."
Matthew 16:17-19 (NKJV)

"And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build My church." Rock. These Jewish men, steeped in Old
Testament Scripture, recognized the rock as a symbol of God.
"He is the Rock, His work is Perfect" (Deut 32:4). "The Lord is
my Rock, and my Fortress" (Ps 18:2). "For who is God save the
Lord? Or who is a rock save our God?" (Ps 18:31)

But let's investigate the Greek translation of the words that
the Holy Spirit led Matthew to use. "Thou art Petros [a stone],
and upon this rock (petra - a large rock] I will build My
church." Jesus had given Simon the new name of Peter (John
1:42), which means "a stone." The Aramaic form is Cephas,
which also means "a stone." Everyone who believes in Jesus
Christ and confesses Him as the Son and God and Savior is a
"living stone" (1 Peter 2:5, NASB).
Next, in Matthew 19:18, Jesus responded to His disciples
confusion, and they wanted to know what was in it for them,
seeing how they had left everything for Christ. Their question is a
basic human question when you have given up everything to
follow another. Jesus lays out more of His kingdom plan for earth
and the nations.
In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through Jesus points to the
"regeneration" or the first resurrection. Listen to the words of
Jesus:
28 So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in
the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His
glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first
will be last, and the last first (NKJV).
Jesus is not talking about some thousand years later. No,
the beginning of the "regeneration" took place when Jesus rose
from the dead and was coronated as King of kings, seated at the
Right Hand of His Father in heaven. Jesus tells those disciples,
"you will be seated with me on twelve thrones, to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel." That took place in "that generation." The
word of those apostles laid the foundation of Christ's church that

He said, He would build, and Hades could not destroy. Their word
given to them by the Holy Spirit was the word that brought
judgment upon Moses house that rejected The Rock. (See
Ephesians 2:20)
Finally, let's consider what Jesus taught His disciples in In
Matthew 21:42 when Jesus is responding to the religious leaders
who are now looking for a way to destroy Jesus. Consider what
Jesus said to the religious leaders and for His own disciples
understanding.
"Have you never read in the Scriptures:
'The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord's doing,
And it is marvelous in our eyes'?
43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of
it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but
on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 45 Now,
when the chief priests
and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was
speaking of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands on Him,
they feared the multitudes because they took Him for a prophet
Matthew 21:42-46 NKJV).
Jesus foretells of the nation that He was creating with His
apostles. This nation would bear fruit expected by God. We must
understand that Jesus, through His death, burial, and resurrection
brought forth a "new creation in the Spirit.” "Old things were
passing away, behold, all things have become new" (see 2

Corinthians 5). There is no gap here. It began in the regeneration
when "the first among many brethren was raised from the dead."
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these
He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified.
(Romans 8:29-30 NKJV)
Back to 1 Peter 2:9-10, But you are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once
were not a people but are now the people of God, who had
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.
Are you seeing what Peter saw? Jesus' generation, the
generation of those apostles, was the beginning of a whole new
creation of the Spirit. Regenerating what was dead and is now
alive in Christ, the ROCK. It is upon this Rock, is now being built,
from "living stones," the church which Jesus said He would build.
That is why that generation was "CHOSEN." The beginning of a
"ROYAL PRIESTHOOD." Yes, "A HOLY NATION." A redeemed
nation. Not a replacement of Israel as some teach, but a
redeemed people, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. "HIS OWN
SPECIAL PEOPLE." Living stones built together in Christ and
secured by the mortar of heaven, ZOE, “life in the absolute.” The
substance of this life made up of "AGAPE," or God's love.
Not just redeemed Jews but from all of the Gentile nations.
The factor that is never considered in the natural is the "The Holy
Nation" and its King, God's Messiah, presently reigning over the
nations.

